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grounds. Washington with its possibili- 
ties fully utilized would be the city un- 
surpassed and unapproached. It is 
realized that thousands are willing to 
help bring this about, but do not know 
how. The People's Gardens aims to 
bring these people together with those 
who have had some experience in such 
matters and to build up a concrete, effec- 
tive organization for carrying on this 
great work of civic betterment and beau- 
tification. 

Leon M. Estabrook. 

The American Federa- 
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EXHIBITIONS if* Vt °»* * """P?" 

ber 01 traveling exhi- 
bitions during the coming season. From 
the exhibition of oil paintings set forth 
successively during the summer and early 
autumn in the Albright Gallery, Buffalo, 
and the City Museum, St. Louis, forty 
or more pictures will be selected to make 
a circuit of southern cities and towns. 
From the artists' studios a second col- 
lection of similar size will be assembled 
to make a circuit of the west, which will, 
it is thought, include cities on the Pacific 
coast. On somewhat the same circuit, 
beginning, however, in the east, will be 
sent an exhibition of original work by 
American illustrators, which is to be 
assembled by the Society of Illustrators, 
of New York, of which Mr. Charles 
Dana Gibson is President and Mr. H. S. 
Fleming Secretary. This will consist of 
about two hundred drawings in black 
and white and in color, representative of 
the best current production, framed but 
not glazed, The following will compose 
the jury of selection: C. D. Gibson, 
Arthur I. Keller, A. B. Wenzell, F. 
Walter Taylor, R. B. Birch, W. J. 
Glackens, and F. D. Millet. An exhi- 
bition of student work contributed by the 
Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts, 
the Rhode Island School of Design, 
Pratt Institute, and others, will also be 
sent out, as well as a collection of water 
colors b}' contemporary painters. Through 
the Library of Congress, exhibitions of 
mezzotints, etchings, engravings, and 
photographs secured through the copy- 



right office will be available. In each 
instance the cost of transportation and 
insurance is borne proportionately by the 
organizations securing the exhibitions. It 
is purposed to send out the exhibitions 
mentioned early in the fall and it is most 
desirable that all who may wish to secure 
them should communicate with the Secre- 
tary of the American Federation of Arts 
as early as possible. The committee un- 
der whose charge these exhibitions will 
be selected and sent out is composed of 
John E. D. Trask, chairman; Francis C. 
Jones, Adolph Weinman, Walter Scott 
Perry, and Henry Turner Bailey. It is 
hoped that other exhibitions may be 
added during the season and suggestions 
concerning their character will be gladly 
received. 
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BILLBOARDS 



Popular disapproval of 
the billboard as an 
agency for outdoor ad- 
vertising is growing at 
a remarkable rate. But the war against 
the billboard can not be too persistent 
for the "opposition to the opposition" is 
well organized and always ready to put 
to the test of the courts any new ordi- 
nance, wherever passed, proposing to 
eliminate or even regulate billboards. 

The newer efforts directed against the 
billboards propose to regulate them and, 
further, to tax them. And in both re- 
spects great progress is being made. The 
Supreme Court of Missouri has recently 
passed a most important decision con- 
firming the right of St. Louis to regulate 
by ordinance its billboards. The Legis- 
latures of three States have recently con- 
sidered laws designed to place a tax upon 
billboards. Massachusetts has been par- 
ticularly active in an effort to secure such 
legislation. The crusade in that State 
has enlisted the hearty support of many 
of the leading professional and business 
men of the Commonwealth. Dr. Charles 
Eliot, of Cambridge, coined a new ex- 
pression in the agitation against the bill- 
board when he alluded to it as an 
"uglifier of landscape." Such it is and 
more. It is a menace to health and to 
morals. The American Civic Associa- 
tion, in its persistent campaign for a 
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Beautiful America, has always devoted 
much attention to the subject of outdoor 
advertising. Its lecturers have depicted 
on screens the hideousness of billboard 
advertising; it has made it the subject 
of special bulletins and newspaper com- 
ment, and is constantly watching for 
opportunities to assist in local billboard 
contests. At present, through its general 
offices in Washington, the American Civic 
Association is directing particular atten- 
tion to the possibility for accomplishing 
definite results in city and State legisla- 
tion and is urging a further awakening 
of public sentiment against the desecra- 
tion of city and county thoroughfares in 
the erection of poster walls. It cites as 
a notable instance of effective prohibitive 
regulations those in force in Washington. 
No new billboards are permitted there 
and as existing permits expire they are 
not renewed. Not a billboard is adja- 
cent to the beautiful union passenger 
station. The American Civic Association 
believes that every city gateway should 
be equally free from billboards. 



REVIVAL OF 
AN OLD ART 



Under the direction of 
the Society of Arts and 
Crafts of Detroit a 
Masque was given in July, an adjunct of 
which was a series of "Morris Dances." 
These were produced with great care 
and accuracy and in the smallest detail 
were according to tradition. In Eng- 
land, today, the old picturesque customs 
are just finding revival and not before 
have these same revels been given in 
America. The costuming was unusual; 
for example, the maidens participating 
in the Maypole dance wore gowns of 
chintz of English design or old Colonial 
linens, with kerchief and sunbonnet, no 
two alike. The "Pleasures" costumes 
followed Greek lines and were made of 
stuffs specially dyed for the purpose by 
members of the Society of Arts and 
Crafts. In color they ranged from sun- 
set yellow and pale orange to deep fruit 
tones. The effort was to produce pic- 
torial effects which, as color schemes, 
arrangements in line, and general com- 
position, would be no less works of art 



than painted pictures. And to visual 
interest was added the charm of rhythmi- 
cal motion augmented by song. This is 
a new line of activity for an Arts and 
Crafts Society, but certainly a legitimate 
one. The performance was given in the 
open air, with natural scenery. 

art in ^^ e c ^ °^ Nashville 

Tennessee l ecent \ appropriated 
$1,000 for the purchase 
of paintings for a municipal gallery. 
This appropriation was made with the 
understanding that it would be annual 
and it is thought that the amount will be 
subsequently increased. The fund thus 
created was placed in the hands of the 
Nashville Art Association under the 
auspices of which several notable exhi- 
bitions have been held. The last of these 
exhibitions was a flower and picture 
show, held in the Parthenon, in May, 
which proved a great success. The Par- 
thenon was one of the buildings erected 
at the time of the Nashville Centennial 
Celebration and it is purposed to use it 
hereafter as a permanent art gallery. 
The Art Association has, on its own initi- 
ative, established a medal for distinction 
in the fine arts. It has been awarded to 
Mrs. W. B. Newman, a portrait painter, 
and to Mrs. E. Ashford, a composer of 
sacred music. The scope of the Asso- 
ciation's activities is very broad. 



CITY IMPROVE- 
MENT IN 
SCRANTON 



There is probably no 
place more discourag- 
ing from an esthetic 
standpoint than an in~ 
dustrial city which is rapidly growing, 
swiftly changing in contour as well as 
in population and chiefly devoted to 
money making. The difficulties are aug- 
mented, moreover, when traffic and labor 
extend hundreds of feet below the 
ground as is the case in Scranton. There 
are, however, few cities that have done 
more in the last two years toward civic 
betterment. The City Improvement As- 
sociation of Scranton when organized in 
1908 took as its motto "Do It Now," 
and has lived up to it. The first thing 
it did was to secure a plan for the de- 
velopment and general improvement of 



